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The MVEer Monthly     June 2019 

 
 
 

 “A Street Corner Serenade” is on Saturday, June 22 at 7pm.  The Wilson Theater at 
Vogel Hall at the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts: 123 E. State Street, Milwaukee.  

 

Niel Johnson’s Notes on Our Spring Show – Email May 20 

 

Here are some updated notes about our upcoming show.  Please read through 
them so you are up to speed on what's going on and what's coming up.  Some 

things are committee things, but you are encouraged to stay in the loop as much 
as possible anyway. 

 
1.  Show date is Saturday, June 22, 2019.  Only one show! 
 

2.  Times:  Show time is 7:00 pm.  Our call time will be 4:30 p.m. at the 
theater.  The show will be over at 8:45 p.m.  Visiting with patrons and clearing the 

stage will be until 9:30 p.m.  The 
Afterglow will begin at 10:00 p.m. and 

go until 1:00 a.m. 
 

3.  Location:  The show will be at the 
Wilson Theater in the Vogel 

Auditorium downtown.  The Afterglow 

will be at the Milwaukee Brat House, 
just around the corner. 
 
4.  Theme:  Our 2019 show will be "A 

Street Corner Serenade."  The idea is 
that of a typical street corner in 

Milwaukee, some typical summer night, 
back in time.  Guys take turns singing 

with their brothers, a mixture of quartets 
and the whole ensemble.  The setting is 

a typical street corner, with a nostalgic 
street light providing the light for the 

mood, all in front of a city skyline in the 
background. 
 

5.  Stage:  City scape background, 
evening & night tones.  Black, block-like, 

modular risers set up in a "non-riser" 
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array.  Two quartet spots, one in the center, one under the street light.  Multiple 
lighting themes to augment the different songs.  For the 2nd Act, we will strike the 

blocks and roll in our risers so that we can perform our complete contest set. 
 

6.  Uniforms:  For the 1st Act, we will be dressed in either long sleeve black or 
white normal-collared shirts, with black pants and shoes.  I will provide everyone 

with a colored tie.  There will be 8 different colors, so hopefully we’ll have a nice 
mixture on stage.  Quartets can be in like costumes, as desired.  For the 2nd Act, 

we will be in our new suits and costumes for Int'l.  
 

7.  Set list:  Chorus:  1st Act:  (in no particular order yet) Wouldn't It Be Nice, 
Drive My Car, Ring of Fire, That Ever I Saw, Jessie's Girl, Comedy Tonight.  2nd 

Act:  If I Can Dream, That Old Black Magic, When the Roll is Called Up Yonder.  
 

8.  Script:  The script will be extremely tight, and will more or less just introduce 

the next performer and/or song.  Just enough to tie things together and give the 
audience a moment to change their shorts.  Think of the scene in "The 

Temptations" when they were all outside singing in turn.  Or Mitch Miller's special 
with the AIC quartets. 
 
9.  Afterglow:  The Afterglow, which will be at the Milwaukee Brat House, starts 

at 10:00 p.m.  The brat buffet will be open by then, and our cash bar will be open 
at 9:30.  The theme is "Das Wurst Afterglow Ever," and will have a German 

feel.  "Baritone von Schtick" will host the program that will include a Tag 
Contest, German Drinking Songs, and performances from any and all of our show 

and chapter quartets.  Informal singing will also be a' plenty.  We have their 
upstairs party room all to ourselves.  Tickets are $20 each and have to be 

purchased in advance.  E-mail me directly and I will save you a ticket, and you 
can pay whenever I see you. Johnson, Niel A at Niel.Johnson@aurora.org.  
 

10.  Parking:  Parking at the Vogel Hall area is easy, there is a parking garage 
across the street and it will be $15.  There will also be street parking that is free 

on Saturday nights, but those spaces are limited, obviously.  If you park in the 
garage, you can easily walk from the theater to the afterglow, and then back to 

the garage after the afterglow.  Folks with limited mobility can be shuttled over, as 
well.  I may park over by the Milwaukee Brat House and walk to the theater, then 

I will be able to be closer to my car after the afterglow (and I have to carry stuff 
in, too).  Carpooling is not a bad idea. 
 
11.  Tickets:  Reserved tickets are $25 in advance, and are basically the middle 10 

rows up front.  Everything else is $20 and includes the side sections and the back 
half of the middle, and they are general admission (i.e., find a seat when the 

doors open).  Relax!  EVERY seat in this little venue is excellent.  Patrons can buy 
their tickets from the box office directly, through Ticketmaster (for a fee), or from 

you.  Note that the Vogel Hall mailing list will be made aware of the show, and we 

could see a lot of folks new to our shows, as lots of their regulars go to a lot of 
their shows.  Wouldn't it be nice to sell-out 400+ seats?  Ever-reliable Tom 

mailto:Niel.Johnson@aurora.org/
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Rogina is our point man for tickets, so see him right away for your ticket folder 
and for any questions rogina.tom@gmail.com. 

 
 
Look there are changes in the 
Calendar! 
 
 
 
 

 

Calendar for June – included 2 added practices on May 27 & June 26 

 

Monday, May 27 is MEMORIAL DAY & We Will Practice! St. Luke’s at 7pm 

Monday, June 3    Rehearsal  St. Luke’s at 7pm 

Monday, June 10   Rehearsal      St. Luke’s at 7pm 

Monday, June 17 Rehearsal   St. Luke’s at 7pm 

Saturday, June 22 CALL TIME 4:30pm   Wilson Theater @ Vogel Hall 

Monday, June 24  Rehearsal   St. Luke’s at 7pm 

Wednesday, June 26 Extra Rehearsal for International St. Luke’s - 7pm 

No Board Meeting in June – Combined June/July meeting on Monday, July 15    

Interview with New Member Jeff Meyer 

MVEer asks:  Jeff, you are a great lead with our 

chorus, but rumor has it you sing other parts.  Tell 

us about your barbershop singing experiences. 

Jeff replies: I do sing tenor and I am the Tenor-

Section Leader for The Capitol Chordsmen in Madison. I have sung tenor all my 

life, but asked which of the top 3 parts MVE most needed and offered to sing 

that.  I also wanted to expand my skill set as singing lead is very different than 

singing a harmony part.  I have been singing barbershop since 2013 and have 

sung in 4 registered quartets, 3 of which have 

competed.  I currently sing tenor in two quartets, Liquid 

Courage and Crayons (wearing red).  In Crayons we 

tend to switch things up on occasion and I am currently 

singing lead on two songs and bass on another. 

mailto:rogina.tom@gmail.com
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MVEer asks:  Where did you go to school, Jeff? 

Jeff replies: I went to grade school in Two Rivers, WI, high school in Stevens 

Point and college at Point and Madison. 

MVEer asks:  Have you a family? 

Jeff replies: My wife Andi and I are married for 23 years.  I have a son, 

Kristofer (27) from my first marriage.  Andi and I adopted a special needs 

daughter (25) when she was 6 and another son, Elijah (24) when he was 

9.  There are many ways to grow a family 

MVEer asks: Aside from your extensive singing 

enthusiasm, have you other hobbies or interests? 

Jeff replies: I enjoy golfing, woodworking, and 

riding my Harley when I am not singing, which 

tends to take up most of my time these days. 

MVEer asks:  Where do you work?  Tell us a bit about that, please. 

Jeff replies:  I work for Johnson Wholesale Company.  We are a wholesale 

distributor of paint sundries (brushes, rollers, masking tape, primer, and 

spackling...that sort of thing).  We sell to paint and hardware stores in Wisconsin 

and Illinois.  Being a smaller company I do many different things for them, 

including computer management, inventory management, creating marketing 

materials but my main priority is as a buyer. 

MVEer says:  Wow, Jeff, we are so pleased that you are singing with us.  You add 

so much and we will all have a great time on our June 22 Show and in Salt Lake 

City. 

Jeff concludes:  Thanks!  I am honored to sing with MVE and very much look 

forward to my first International in Salt Lake City! 
 

Meet Nick Beaudin – by Dick Marcus 

A guest with us for several weeks is Nick Beaudin.  I’m 

sure we will have an interview with him after he joins 

the MVE, but his story has been 

on all the TV channels this past 

week with a concert at St. 

Josephat Cathedral by the Bel 

Canto Chorus for his wife, 

Carlie Beaudin. Carlie was a 
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member of Bel Canto Chorus.  Carlie was also a nurse practitioner at Froedtert 

Hospital, who was murdered in the parking lot there in January. Nick spoke 

eloquently at the concert held for her, which was on all the local TV networks. We 

all can give Nick our love and prayers as he becomes our MVE brother.  

Why are Patriotic and Religious Songs NOT Contestable? 

There are certainly official reasons that singing overtly religious or patriotic songs 

may not be sung by quartets or choruses at contests.  But the obvious reason is 

that they may stir emotions that may mislead judges and audiences on the quality 

of the singing and performance. While this can easily be true of a heart-wrenching 

love song, the decision was not to allow patriotic or religious of songs in contests. 

But that doesn’t mean that quartets and choruses are prevented from either 

singing patriotic or religious songs at their 

performances.  For example, the brand new CD 

by After Hours called The Next Ten Minutes, 

includes the beautiful, “Just a little talk with 

Jesus,” which clearly is non-contestable.   

[Get your copy directly from Bryan Ziegler or 

click the Shop Now on the After Hours 

Facebook – physical or digital at this page: 

https://gumroad.com/ahquartet] 

That is why it is good for our chorus to have 

some rep-songs like Irish Blessing and our newest one, “When the Roll is 

Called Up Yonder.”  

It is interesting to note that other singing competitions don’t disqualify contestants 

who sing gospel or patriotic songs.  Last week, the second place finisher in The 

Voice garnered lots of votes by singing Lee Greenwood’s God Bless the USA.  

That is a double-whammy: it features both God and 

Country!  But it worked well for Gyth Rigdon (pictured 

here) who draped the microphone in Red, White, and 

Blue Stars and wore a big shinny cross.  

It is often a thin line in what is acceptable and not.  For 

example, the song Seventy-Six Trombones Led the 

Big Parade from The Music Man would seem to be fine. 

But what if the chorus drapes themselves in patriotic 

bunting like a Memorial Day Parade?  It gets less clear.  

What if they wave American Flags?  

https://gumroad.com/ahquartet
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The History of “When the Roll is Called Up Yonder” – Dick Marcus 

Our newest song has a rich history dating back to 1893.  The words and music 
were written by James Milton Black (1856 – 1938, pictured here).  Mr. Black 

was the choir director at a Methodist Episcopal Church in Williamsport, 

Pennsylvania. This song appeared in his collection 

of hymns called Songs of the Soul (1894). 

The usual story for the origin of this song is that 
Choir Director Black learned of the loss of a child in 

his choir due to pneumonia.  Suddenly, the child is 
no longer there. Harkening back to I Thessalonians 

4:15-16, which foretells of a time of being called 
up into the sky by the Lord, the idea is that we, 

and presumably that missing child, will all be called 
up yonder. When that call comes, the lyrics are 

affirmative:  I’ll be there. 

While the song was popular at revivals all across 

the country and The Salvation Army, it has 
appeared prominently in the 1941 movie, Sergeant 

York. You can find over 500 versions of this on 

Amazon, but some of the greatest recording artists 
associated with this song include Loretta Lynn, Johnny Cash, Dolly Parton, Jim 

Nabors, The Statler Brothers, Willie Nelson, and Alan Jackson.  All of these artists 

did it with accompaniment.  

Our barbershop version was arranged by 
Kevin Keller in 1997, who has been a coach 

for our chorus some time ago. 
http://www.harmonize.ws/kkeller/. (Photo 

from 2013.)   

To my ear, the notes mirror some of the piano 

notes in The Statler Brothers version, but it is 
more complex with more pickup notes by 

Leads, Baritones, or Basses.  

This gives us more options to sing when we’re 

invited to churches, like St. Luke’s, or when 

we go to sing at funerals. We always have 
Irish Blessing, and sometimes we can sing 

Beautiful Savior, but now we’ve added, 
When the Roll is Called up Yonder.  It is 

more toe-tapping than the others and just 
plain fun to sing.  I expect that our June 22 

Spring Show audience will love it as well.  

 

 

http://www.harmonize.ws/kkeller/
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The Fabulous Lipitones vs. The Sons of Pitches 

Jim LaBelle recommended a play called The 

Fabulous Lipitones for us at the In Tandem 
Theater.   That show quickly sold out and is over.  

Now that it is gone, it is a good story to tell, and 
the following is from an On Milwaukee Review cited 

at the end with a link.  

“A barbershop quartet, made up of high school 
buddies who are now all limping towards middle age, has been harmonizing and 

participating in competitions that celebrate the niche musical genre for decades, 
with little success. When the foursome finally wins a regional contest, they are 

ecstatic – until they realize that the effort was just too much for their lead singer, 
who drops dead after holding a note a little too long. 

 
What are the remaining three washed up white guys in the middle of nowhere 

Ohio supposed to do? With only two weeks until the national competition, how can 
they find someone who will fit in with their tight harmonies and their long history 

together? 
 

Like the plot of nearly every 
"Glee" episode, the gang has to 

pull together so the show can go 

on, even if it means working with 
a new singer who comes from far 

outside their normal social circles. 
Bob (an energetic and appealing 

Ethan Brittingham) is a mechanic 
at the local garage and easily 20 

years younger than the other 
Lipitones. He's also a brown-skinned, turban-wearing Sikh who looks suspiciously 

like a Middle Eastern terrorist – at least according to Phil, the bully of the group, 
played by a fantastic Steve Koehler. 

 
For the nerdy pharmacist Wally (Rick Pendzich) and the chronically indecisive 

accountant Howard (Nathan Marinan), Bob's ethnicity isn't an issue, as long as he 
can sing and learn the group's cheesy choreography quickly. 

  

Maybe, just maybe, this time they'll beat their arch-nemesis quartet, the Sons of 
Pitches. (Cue a rim shot.)”   For more of the review, go to: 

https://onmilwaukee.com/ent/articles/fabulous-lipitones-review.html 

Editor’s Note:  A perfect play for our time exploring the “Everyone in 

Harmony,” efforts. The play could be re-cast with the replacement lead (or 

perhaps tenor) being a lady. 

 

https://onmilwaukee.com/ent/articles/fabulous-lipitones-review.html
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Meet Kent Lewis – Dick Marcus 

Kent has been a great guest in our chorus 

for about a month.  He is a barbershopper 
but is also a musical actor, director, singer, 

recording artist, and accomplished 
musician. For more on Kent go to his web 

page:  https://www.kentmlewis.com/  or 

listen to him especially at: 

https://soundcloud.com/kentmlewis/tracks 

He sang from March 22 through May 22 at 
The Stackner Cabaret at The Rep 

Milwaukee in a show called The Ring of 
Fire. He also got to sing our The Ring of 

Fire with us, pretty cool.  This just in, the 
receptions of Milwaukee Audiences was so 

great that his show has been extended 

to June 9.  So you can still see it. 

Kent Lewis is originally from Clarendon Hills, IL.  Kent enjoys playing roles of Sky 
Masterson, Gaylord Ravena (in Showboat), Johnny Cash, or Will Parker 

(Oklahoma) at theatres around the country such as Marriott Lincolnshire, Drury 
Lane, Evergreen Park, Bridge-Vu Dinner Theatre, Boulder's Dinner Theatre, and 

here at The Rep.  He has been in national touring companies of Billy Elliot, Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang, and Mamma Mia.  

I saw Ring of Fire on a packed night. The five-actor 

cast (four guys and one lady who plays at times June 
Carter Cash) frequently trades off instruments 

(guitars, bass viols, drums, spoons, etc.) and are all 
amazing musicians. The musical tells about the life 

and times of Johnny Cash and includes songs that 
many of us have sung including Daddy Sang Bass 

and of course, Ring of Fire. It is an amazingly entertaining night.  Have a 
signature cocktail or a delicious slice of pie and enjoy yourself thoroughly. One 

man at my table was blind, but the banter, singing, harmonizing, and instruments 

just delighted him. Me too.  I recommend it highly to you.  

 

 

Bryan, 

Harry, 

& Walt 

https://www.kentmlewis.com/
https://soundcloud.com/kentmlewis/tracks

