
Workshop Title: Locating the Hidden Figures of Early Modern Women 
 
Summary: 

This workshop focuses on locating the ordinary early modern woman then and now. We 
explore the ways that early modern women created and identified rhetorical spaces receptive 
to their voices and how they invited other women into those spaces, then consider the 
difficulty we face as scholars to find and study women who often leave few traces on the 
traditional historical records.  

 
Organizers: 
Ann Cerminaro-Costanzi, Ph.D. 
Marywood University  
Spanish and Italian 
acostanzi@marywood.edu 

Christa Irwin, Ph.D.  
Marywood University  
Art History  
irwin@marywood.edu 

Erin Sadlack, Ph.D. 
Marywood University  
English 
easadlack@marywood.edu 

 
Workshop Description 
In this workshop we will talk about finding ordinary early modern women and exploring their 
rhetorical choices and the devices used to represent them. By “ordinary,” we mean women who 
generally lack the financial resources, educational opportunities, and social capital of women of the 
higher classes, and therefore would normally lack the opportunity to effect their own representations in 
art and literature.  Because women tend to fall through the gaps of traditional historical records by 
virtue of gender alone, we often have to find them by looking around corners, searching in different 
archives, considering the role not only of artist and patron, but also of viewer, reading between the lines 
of history and text, and expanding the boundaries of the “text” itself. This is all the more true when we 
think about women of color or women of the lowest economic classes, those who only rarely had the 
opportunity to influence directly the production of written word and visual art, but nonetheless whose 
lives were impacted by the material culture of text and image that surrounded them.  
 
We are particularly interested in how images and text might have challenged the sociocultural 
emphasis on silence and modesty that hid women from view, sometimes through their own written 
voices and sometimes through word and image intended for their own personal engagement. Because 
these women became experts in coded language to evade the strictures placed on them, scholars are 
required to decipher such codes and look for women’s voices in different ways.  While most ordinary 
women did not have the opportunity to take on the role of “writer” or “artist,” we can still find them 
as integral parts of the written and visual landscapes of the early modern world, albeit in less studied 
places.  Sometimes we find them by reading images, such as paintings of the Virgin lactans that 
encouraged early modern European and Latin American mothers to nurse their own children and to 
use the Virgin Mary as their role model. Sometimes we find them in court and legal archives, such as 
reading sixteenth-century petition letters to England’s Queen Elizabeth and her Privy Council to see 
how individual women both used and defied the conventions of such documents to win support for 
their requests. Sometimes we read between the lines of texts by more prominent early modern 
women, such as Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz, to see how they tried to open up spaces for other women’s 
voices by overtly challenging societal norms and religious doctrines used to deny women the right to 
intellectual pursuits. While many scholars analyze Sor Juana’s writings for what they say about her 



intellectual gifts, it is equally important to draw out what they reveal about the educational 
experiences of ordinary women, and how these works uniquely prepare them for further, formal 
study.  In the process of examining these texts through the lenses of our different disciplines, we can 
consider how early modern women found or created rhetorical spaces congenial to their voices and in 
so doing, invited other women into their conversations.  From the perspective of the twenty-first 
century, a study like this also offers the opportunity to see and locate early modern women at a time 
when they were often not seen.    
 
Presenters will take about 5-6 minutes each at the beginning of the workshop to introduce their 
materials and explain how they connect to the overall themes of the workshop. To play with 
geographical spaces within the workshop itself, we will then divide participants into three groups. 
Using a variation on a speed-dating format, each presenter will work with a different group each time 
we ask a new question from the list below. That will enable every group to have the ability to work 
in depth with each of the three subject areas and each presenter. This section will take roughly 30 
minutes. The questions for the small groups include: 
 

1. How do these women create, find, or modify spaces that are congenial to their voices and 
seek to open access to other women’s voices? 

2. How do these examples challenge or manipulate constraints that modesty places on their 
language and creativity, transforming their “hidden” status into a place of strength? 

3. How do we as scholars locate and study the ordinary early modern woman, making hidden 
figures, particularly women of color or lower class status, more visible?  

 
With the remaining time for the workshop, we will reassemble as one group to discuss further the 
questions and topics that arose in each smaller session. We plan to invite workshop attendees to bring 
texts and/or issues they face locating ordinary early modern women in their own scholarly projects 
into the conversation. Overall, in this part of the workshop, we will make connections between our 
different disciplines and geographical areas of study. We also intend to open up the conversation to 
consider practical strategies to include discussions of race and class into our work, making our 
scholarship and our pedagogy more intersectional.  
 
Ultimately, we hope that our discussions will create a shared intellectual space that both 
acknowledges the challenges of finding these women and identifies ways to do so productively. In the 
process, we seek to open up conversations about the breadth and variety of early modern women’s 
participation in cultural, political, intellectual, and religious spaces. 
 
Reading List 
• Images of the Virgin lactans and excerpts from Fra Giovanni Dominici, Regola del governo di 

cura familiare, and sermons of San Bernardino da Siena about the use of devotional images for the 
instruction of women (4 pages, plus 5 images) 

• Excerpt from translation of Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz, Respuesta de la poetisa a la muy ilustre  sor 
Filotea de la Cruz – The Poet’s Answer to the Illustrious Sor Filotea de la Cruz (6 pages) 

• Transcripts of manuscript Elizabethan petition letters (State Papers, UK National Archives) (6 
pages) 



Mateo Pérez  de Alesio, 
Virgin of Belén,

Collection of Leonor Velarde 
de Cisneros and Isabel Velarge,

Lima, Peru, 1604
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Transcriptions of Elizabethan MS Petitions  
The following are transcripts of petitions to Elizabeth I, members of her Privy Council, and others (State 
Papers, Elizabeth, National Archives, London). I have modernized the language, changed Roman numerals to 
Arabic, added punctuation where necessary to clarify, and modernized capitalization.  I have also numbered 
the letters for our convenience in discussing them. Last, this is draft material; please do not reproduce or 
circulate without permission. Thanks! ~Erin Sadlack, easadlack@marywood.edu 
 
1a.  SP 12/131/50  Annies Actton to the Privy Council  7/?/1579    
To the right honorables the Lords of the Queen’s Majesty’s most honorable Privy Council 
 

In most humble and no less lamentable wise with weeping tears and bowing knees, beseeching your honors, 
Annies Actton, widow. That whereas your poor oratrix[’s] son Barnebe Actton now prisoner in the Marshalsea 
at your honors’ commandment for being in company upon ye water with one Thomas Appelltre, (he shooting 
a piece rashly and unadvisedly) for the which causes she beseecheth your honors for God’s cause, the premises 
tenderly considered, to vouchsafe your poor oratrix[’s] son his enlargement out of prison, for the which 
gracious good deed she shall daily pray unto the Almighty God for the prosperous estate of your good honors 
long to endure.      your honors’ most humble oratrix, 
       Annes Actton widow 
 
1b. SP 12/131/51  Thomas Appletree to the Earl of Leicester  7/?/1579   
To the Right honorable Earl of Leicester knight of the most honorable order of the Garter and one of  the 
Queen’s Majesty’s most honorable Privy Council 
 

In most humble and no less lamentable wise with weeping tears and bowing knees, beseecheth your honor 
your poor and daily orator, Thomas Appelltree, now prisoner in ye Marshalsea, for  shooting a piece rashly 
and unadvisedly upon the water to my utter undoing forever; for the which offence it pleased ye Queen’s 
most excellent Majesty [hole in original] clemency, & merciful goodness to give me pardon for ye same, for 
the which god preser[ve he]r highness long to reign over us her poor subjects even Nestor’s years, I trust in 
Jesus Christ this to be a good warning unto me to lead a new life with better advisement then her to fore 
[heretofore] I have done, beseeching your good honor the premises tenderly Considered to vouchsafe his 
enlargement out of prison, a poor young man the which loseth his time, having consumed and spent all that 
ever he hath or cane make to relieve himself therewith her in prison, having now nothing at all Left to help 
himself with all at this present, beseeching your honor for God’s cause to take pity upon him your poor 
orator, for the which gracious good deed, I am bound daily to pray unto ye Almighty God for your honor’s 
health in prosperity long to endure.   your honors’ suppliant and poor orator to command 
       Th[omas] Appelltree 
 

2.  SP 12/285/26   Anne Countess of Warwick to Master of Requests    10/3/1602     
After my hearty commendations, this distressed gentlewomen Eleanor Sampson hath informed me that on 
Thursday next she hath a cause of hearing before you in the Court of Requests which concerneth her whole 
estate of living, her only desire is to have a careful and deliberate hearing that the cause may be judicially 
decreed without any further protraction or delay, her poverty being so great that she is not able to attend 
deferred relief, nor yet to contend any longer with her powerful adversary. And albeit I make no doubt of 
your careful endeavors in hearing of such causes, yet the misery of the poor woman, and her humble suite 
hath moved me to pray your lawful favor towards her, Wherein you shall assuredly do a very charitable 
deed, and bind her with her poor child to pray for you And even so I commit you to God’s holy protection. 
From the Court at Richmount this 3 of October 1602  Your very loving friend, 
        Anne Warwyck 
To my very loving friends Mr Doctor Caesar & Mr Wilbraham, Masters of the Requests to her Majesty 
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3.  SP 12/146/132.    Jane Gouldwyar to Francis Walsingham  1580? 
To the Right honorable Sir Francis Walsingham, Chief Secretary and one of her Majesty’s Privy Council 
 
Humbly sheweth unto your honor your pore and daily oratrix Jane Gouldwyar, a poor afflicted creator, and 
one that hath lived prisoner in the Clink this twelvemonth for her conscience, having five small children 
driven to seek their hard adventure in this wicked age by reason of the troubles of me their poor mother.  
Who is and ever will be a loving and dutiful subject to her Majesty, not committing any offence by 
instructing any others of her Majesty’s subjects but desire to live according to my conscience till such time as 
it may please god that I may confer with such as shall persuade me that I stand in error. In tender 
consideration whereof the premises considered may it please your honor to grant your warrant to release 
your poor oratrix, putting in to sufficient bail to answer to what shall be objected against her, by the 
honorable of her Majesty’s Privy Council within 2 months warning, & then to yield her body to the 
Marshalsea during her Majesty’s pleasure, and your poor suppliant as especially bound shall offer up to God 
her daily prayers for the long and prosperous estate of her Majesty with increase of virtue.   
       your honors humble oratrix 
       Jane Gouldwyar 
 
4.   SP 12/184 /46   Margaret Blackwell to the Privy Council  11/26/1585  
To the right honorable the lords of her Majesty’s most honorable Privy Council 
 
In most humble wise, sheweth unto your good lordships, Margaret Blackwell of London widow: that whereas 
of late she hath been charged in London as a recusant, and for that she was not resident in London, your 
lordships directed your honorable letters, to Mr Bishop esquire sheriff of the county of Sussex to demand of 
her, as of a recusant, five and twenty pounds for the furnishing of a light horse for her Majesty’s service in 
the Low Countries:  The truth is, that she never refused, since the beginning of her Majesty’s reign, to come 
to the church. Howbeit true it is (an it like your good lordships) that when her neighbors dwelling within the 
precinct of the late Blackfriars of London, moved her of late, to be of their parish: she utterly refused it, 
because she and her husband have frequented for the space of these thirty years, St Andrew’s Church in 
Castle Baynard ward, as their parish church. Whereupon they of the Blackfriars, have sundry times presented 
her for not coming to church, but how unjustly, your lordships may understand by the certificate herein 
enclosed. In tender consideration whereof may it please your good lordships to release her of the said charge, 
and that she may have from your honors, some discharge to the sheriff of Sussex. 
 
5. SP 12/146/122  Anne Alen to the Queen    1580? 
To the Queen’s most royal majesty 
 
In her most humble wise sheweth unto your highness your poor and daily oratrice Anne Alen, wife of 
Martin Alen, citizen and clothworker of London. That where of late it pleased your highness of your 
abundant clemency to pardon the said Martin for the heinous offence committed against your Majesty, 
remitting and pardoning his pains of death and so banished and exiled him out of this your realm of England, 
by occasion of which exile, the said Martin is now remaining in Caen in Normandy by reason of whose 
offence & absence your said oratrice is brought to extreme poverty and necessity like to perish for lack of 
relief. In tender consideration whereof your said oratrice most humbly beseecheth your highness for the 
tender mercy of God to be so good and generous to her said husband as to grant to him your gracious pardon. 
Whereby he may be remitted of his said judgment of exile, and so restored to repair into this realm of 
England there to continue the rest of his life to labor and travail in his vocation for the relief of him of your 
said oratrice & their family in the way of honesty and truth. And thus the said Martin & also your oratrice 
shall during their lives according to their bounden duties daily pray unto Almighty God for the preservation 
of your highness, long in most royal magnificence to endure and reign over us. 
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6.  SP 12/187/63.    Mariners’ Wives to the Privy Council   3/27/1586 
To the Right honorables the Lords and others of the Queen’s Majesty’s most honorable Privy Council 
 
Your honors poor and daily oratrixes the wives of the Masters and others of the companies of the late good 
English ships the Emmanuel and Julian of London most lamentably complaining do shew to your honors: 
That whereas their poor husbands went forth to Spain on merchants’ affaires when all things (to their 
knowledge went in quiet, and hoping of a good voyage left your poor oratrixes with very little at home, and 
yet more did take upon credit; so it is right honorables that they themselves for no offence by them done or 
pretended are stayed, lying in prison almost starved, their ships and goods made confiscate and are spoiled to 
their great loss and utter impoverishment, the which your poor oratrixes have by petition have advertised 
her Majesty craving her highness tender consideration of the premises, and cannot have answer of the right 
worshipful Mr Doctor Dale, Maye it therefore please your honor for God sake, To be a means for them to her 
Majesty that your poor oratrixes may not only receive some comfort in this their distressed case for their 
better relief during their poor husbands’ captivity, who have sustained greater loss than the merchants [di]d, 
[n]ow are like to perish for mere want as their said husbands.  But also for the more speedier release of their 
poor husbands out of their extreme misery. And your hono[rs (obscured) Or]atrixes and all theirs shall (as 
nevertheless they will) daily pray for your honors in much health and felicity long to continue. 
 
[addressed]  27 March 1586  The Petition of the Masters and Companies’ Wives of the late good English ships 
the Emmanuel and Julian of London to your honors 
 
7.  SP 12/157/70    Jane Bolding to the Queen  1582?   
To the Queen’s most excellent Majesty  
 
In most humble and pitiful manner beseecheth your excellency your poor and true subject Jane Bolding the 
wife of Edward Bolding of the parish of St. George the martyr in your highness’s county of Surrey shoemaker 
daughter unto William Pater late one of yeomen of your Majesty’s [illegible] deceased, and cousin unto 
Dorothie Priffen late one of your highness maids of honor also deceased. That whereas my said poor husband 
serving your Majesty in Ireland under Mr Walter Rawlyn [Raleigh] was there maimed of one of his arms 
which (to cure, hath cost him and I all that ever we were able to borrow or di[lost, hole in original] And yet 
notwithstanding he hath utterly lost the use thereof, whereby he is in no wise able to follow his faculty to 
the utter undoing and impoverishment of us and three small comfortless children forever unless your 
Majesty’s mercy be towards us extended it will therefore please your highness (if your abundant grace and 
clemency our pitiful estate graciously considered ) To grant unto us somewhat to maintain and relieve us and 
our said poor children withal, even what it shall please your Majesty to vouchsafe.  And (upon our knees) we, 
as we are bounden, shall daily pray unto the Almighty for the most happy and prosperous preservation of 
your most royal highness in health and tranquility long to rule and reign over us.    
 
The humble petition of  
Jane Bolding 
 

Her husband having lately served in Ireland under Mr Rawley was maimed in one of his arms, which 
notwithstanding it hath cost him all that ever he had to cure all the same yet hath he utterly lost the use 
thereof forever whereby he is not able to use his faculty of shoemaker to the utter undoing of him his wife & 
3 poor children. In consideration whereof she desireth her Majesty to extend her gracious compassion 
towards their relief  
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8.  SP 12/67/49   Margaret Palmes to Lady Stafford   April 8, 1570   
My singular good Lady I must crave pardon at your ladyship’s hands that I trouble your ladyship so often 
with letters, but occasion doth so move me: for since my last letters there is one Henry Johnson attainted of 
high treason who had the manor of Farnley to him and to th’heirs males of his body lawfully begotten and 
for default of such issue to their males of Sir Thomas Johnson begotten of the body of Dame Isabel his wife 
and for default of such issue of remain to Francis Palmes and his heirs which is now your Ladyship’s ward. 
And if it be so that my son do not receive any commodity by this entail & attainder I most heartily desire 
your Ladyship to foresee that the said manor of Farnley be not granted to any in lease for I hold certain cliffs 
for the provision of my house which if they be taken away by any mean, my son shall not know where to 
feed any beefs or muttons for his house. And I know well that Mrs. Johnson will sue to the Queen’s Majesty 
for a lease of her husband’s lands which if the manor of Farnley be not excepted in her grant, I will not look 
for any favor at her hands for she did the best she could to have me forth of the cliffs lying in Farnley long 
ago. And also I have made Mr Webster the Master Cook a large offer for his lease of the parsonage of Otley: if 
it will take place I shall strain myself sore for my son’s sake; if not, I can do no more but be mindful and 
careful for him in anything that may do the poor boy good, as knoweth God who preserve your Ladyship in 
good health, from Lyndley the 8 of April 1570.  your Ladyship’s to command, 
       Margaret Palmes 
 

9.  SP 12/269/72 Margery Lennard to the Queen   1598?  
To the Queen’s most excellent Majesty, 
 

In most humble wise sheweth unto your sacred Majesty, your loyal subject & lowly suppliant and servant 
Margaret sister and sole heir to Gregory, late Lord Dacre, deceased & wife unto Sampson Leonard, Esquire. 
That whereas heretofore in the time of King Henry VI your Majesty’s most noble progenitor, one Thomas, 
Lord Dacre, ancestor unto your highness’ suppliant, dying; Joan, sole daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Dacre, 
knight, eldest son of the said L. Thomas was then found to be his heir at the common law, and thereupon both 
she and her eldest issue by one Sir Richard Fines, knight, her husband enjoyed the name and title of the 
Barony of Dacre and the place thereof in the high Court of Parliament as barons and peers of this realm (in 
their posterity) continued & possessed with all other privileges and pre-eminences to such a dignity belonging 
from the bodies of which Sir Richard and Dame Joan, his wife, your highness’ said suppliant, is lineally 
descended and (by the late decease of her said Lord and brother without issue; the only heir now surviving. It 
may please your most excellent Majesty of your accustomed clemency and favor to regard and consider the 
humble suite and petition of your said suppliant and servant not proceeding of any ambitions or aspiring mind, 
but only for the discharge of her duty to God and her posterity, in the orderly care and preservation of her 
own birthright and just interest to the name style and honor of the aforesaid barony of Dacre agreeing with 
the most ancient rule and custom of this realm of England by the which the daughters and heirs of barons 
have always been holden both capable in themselves and likewise wont to convey unto their offspring and 
issues the names, styles, and dignities of their fathers’ baronies. That as the titles & dignities of all the political 
nobility of this your highness’ kingdom & flowing from your royal throne as from the first spring and fountain 
by the special prerogative that God hath inseparably annexed thereunto are also to be upholden and preferred 
thereby to their true and right full heirs upon lawful claim and intimation of their just titles. Even so your 
sacred Majesty would now be pleased to commit the hearing, examining and relation of all due circumstances 
concerning the title to the name, stile, and dignity of the foresaid Barony of Dacre, unto the wisdoms and 
judgments of the Lord High Treasurer of England together with the rest of their honorable lordships, your 
Majesty’s special Commissioners for such causes already appointed and therein for the behoof of your most 
humble suppliant (now capable thereof by the common laws and heroical customs of your kingdom) to signify 
your gracious mind and princely pleasure: Whereunto your said suppliant and servant in all humility and 
obedience doth most willingly submit both herself and the whole cause who with her husband and many 
children (sons and daughters) according to their bounden duties do daily pray to God Almighty for the long 
and happy preservation of your royal estate and most sacred person. 
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10. SP 12/245/135  Abstract of Lady Elizabeth Russell’s petition to the Privy Council 10/?/1593  
My Lady Russell craveth your lordships’ favors most humbly for the punishment of foul riots committed 
against her by Mr Lovelace, her neighbor, to whom she hath shewed, these 26 years, all the friendship she 
could. On Monday the first of October he came to her house about two of the clock in the afternoon, with 16 
or 20 men of his servants and bargemen with halberds & long poles, broke open her porter’s lodge door & 
lock, and the lock of her stocks, and took out two of his men, that had behaved themselves lewdly to her. If 
she had offered him or his any wrong the law had been open, and not himself, a Justice sworn to keep peace, 
by so foul a riot to break his oath.  She most humbly desireth therefore, to the example of other hereafter, to 
offer the like, that he may be put out of the Commission of Peace. Again the Thursday after, sending to her 
for the key of the Tower in Windsor, where she had lain all the year, she denying to avoid upon so sudden 
warning all her stuff being there; unless my Lord Admiral put her out, but offered him as much rent in 
money as it was worth & more, as she had sent him before. Then his men answering that he cared not for 
money. She said then she had paid for it with her friendship & purse already to him & his, and therefore 
would not remove upon so sudden warning, her stuff there. Upon Saturday after he & his men came bravely, 
took off the lock of her lodging, and clapped on another lock her stuff there, and commanded that none 
should undo the lock. She craveth that this spiteful injury may be punished, & her goods answered, or else it 
is better to be a mean Justice of Peace than a Noblewoman, that dependeth only upon God and her Majesty, 
her most gracious sovereign. 
 
11.  SP 15/24/80  Anne Lanesdale to the Queen  5/27/1576   
To the Queen’s most excellent Majesty 
 
Most lamentably complaining sheweth unto your grace your poor and daily oratrix Anne Lansdale of 
Hackney in the County of Middlesex, widow late wife of Christopher Lansdale, deceased, late one of your 
Majesty’s guard who died seized of certain copyhold lands to the value of fifty pounds by year within the said 
manor of Hackney and before the death of the said Christopher, he the said Christopher did according to the 
custom of the said manor, that is to say about seven years last past, surrender the said copyhold lands to the 
use of your said oratrixe for the term of her natural life, the remainder thereof to two children of the said 
Christopher’s, sithence which time, most dread sovereign lady, so it is that your said oratrix committed her 
faithful trust unto one Sir George Bowes, knight, and thereupon did deliver unto the said Sir George as well 
her copies for the said lands as also diverse other bills obligatory and bills of debt after which delivery the 
said Sir George Bowes, forgetting his duty towards God and practicing his own private gain with the assent 
and consent of one Hugh Stuckley, being then steward of the said manor, did most ungodly throw great gifts 
& sums of money given unto the said Stuckley and others cause the records of the said copies to be kept from 
your said oratrix and also the copies to him delivered by your said oratrix detaineth and yet doth detain to 
the utter disinherison and undoing of your said oratrix and children forever. In tender consideration whereof 
may it please your highness of your abundant grace and for very pity’s sake to call before your Majesty as 
well the said Sir George Bowes and the said Stuckley and that such direction may be taken therein as your 
poor oratrix and the same children may enjoy their rights and that such manifest and apparent wrongs and 
practices may be punished for example’s sake. And that your highness’ gracious letters may be directed to the 
occupiers of the said lands in variance, commanding them that the profits thereof may be stayed upon the 
said lands until the truth of the matter may be duly tried as they or any of them will answer to the contrary 
at their perils And your said Oratrix shall daily pray to god for the prosperous reign of your highness over us 
long to endure. 
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12.  SP 12/230/36  Margaret Harper to Council   1/23/1590  
To the right honorable the Lords of her Majesty’s most honorable Privy Council 
 
Most humbly sheweth & beseecheth your honors, your poor distressed suppliant Margaret Harper late wife of 
Sir William Harper of the City of London knight, deceased, & now wife of Edward Maxey, gent. That 
whereas about the 23rd year of the reign of our sovereign lady the Queen’s Majesty that now is, by petition 
made, by your said suppliant unto her Majesty’s high Commissioners, viz:  the right Reverend Father in God, 
the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, his grace, the right worshipful the Dean of Westminster, Mr Doctor 
Aubrey, Mr Dr. Lewyn, & Mr Dr. Cosyn, it was ordered that the said Edward Maxey (for that he refused to 
cohabite & dwell with your said suppliant) should allow unto your said poor suppliant a certain revenue by 
the year, (out of certain lands lying in Bristol) for her maintenance, & that he should put in sureties to some 
of the friends of your said suppliant for the payment thereof which to do, he utterly refuseth of an obstinate 
mind, without the fear of God, or regard of law or authority. And for that the said Edward Maxey is a fugitive 
person, leading his life in obscure places, frequenting lewd & vicious company, & most willfully wasting & 
spending his goods & substance, not only to the great impoverishing of himself, but also to the utter undoing 
of your said suppliant, being now destitute of all means & help, for her succor & relief; (having nothing from 
her husband wherewith to maintain herself) unless your honors of your accustomed goodness extend your 
favors unto her herein.  In tender consideration whereof, may it please your honors to compel the said 
Edward Maxey, husband to your said suppliant, to suffer her to receive the profits of the said lands, being 
only nine pounds yearly, and that further, (if it stand with your honors’ good liking) he may be enjoined to 
put in sureties for the safety of your said suppliant’s person, for that she goeth daily in danger & hazard of her 
life, by him. And your poor suppliant shall according to her bounden duty continually pray to God for the 
prosperous estate of your honors in health & felicity long to continue. 
 
13. SP 12/208/12  Bridget Carre to Thomas Wilkes  1/16/1588  
My good friend (and servant for so I will not forget to call you) you shall understand that I have delivered 
that which you sent to me unto her Majesty. And at the first she wished me not to meddle in it for she would 
not look upon it. But then I told her Majesty that you were an old acquaintance of mine for which cause I did 
beseech her highness to read it, and then you should find friends more than I, for to speak unto her Majesty, 
whereupon her Majesty hath promised me to peruse it, and then will I certify you of her answer And so for 
this present I end with my commendations from her Majesty, written at Greenwich, the 16th of Jan, 1588. 
       your assured 
       friend, Bridget Carre 
 
14. SP 12/273/65 Margaret Powell to Robert Cecil      1599? 
To the right honorable Sir Robert Cecil, knight, principal secretary to the Queen’s most excellent Majesty 
and one of her highness’ most honorable Privy Council 
 
May it please your good honor to be advertised that this poor woman Margaret Powell first a long time 
served your late honor’s mother, the Lady Burghley, and afterwards your right worshipful uncle Justice 
Cooke, deceased; also her first husband Thomas Powell served your honor’s late honorable father the Lord 
Burghley & afterwards was employed in her Majesty’s wars both by sea & land & therein spent his blood, and 
lost his life to the great discomfort of this poor woman and her woeful children.  Now so it is (right 
honorable) since the death of her said husband, she married another honest man, whom it hath pleased God 
to visit with long and grievous sickness, whereby they have spent all that ever they had, and are like now 
miserably to perish. Humbly therefore she beseecheth your good honor of your godly compassion to the poor 
and grieved, and in regard of her husband’s and hers long service as aforesaid to vouchsafe to bestow upon 
her your honor’s charity in what measure it shall please god to move you. And she, her sick husband, and five 
poor children shall continually pray to God for your honor’s good estate in all health and honor. 
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