
Proposal for “Teaching the Social Media of the English Revolution: Rethinking Gender 
From the Female Petitioners to the #MeToo Movement” 

 
1) TOPIC: Teaching the Social Media of the English Revolution: Rethinking 

Gender From the Female Petitioners to the #MeToo Movement 
2) SUMMARY: In our current moment, students’ immersion in the digital universe 

and social media means that they are constantly steeping in issues of genre, form, 
and representation.  This workshop will explore how teaching the history of the 
seventeenth-century can help students navigate our ever-changing media 
landscape, and how their own media participation can help them understand the 
relationship between the expansion of print and the political significance of genre 
in the English Revolution.  Workshop members will share and develop 
assignments, syllabi, and teaching strategies, as well as discuss ways to theorize 
the relationship between gender and texts in the English Revolution, and gender 
in our own media revolution.  In particular, we will consider how digital 
circulation is at the core of current resistance movements including the Women's 
March, the #MeToo movement, and Black Lives Matter.   
 

3) ORGANIZERS/FACILITATORS: 
Erin Murphy 
Boston University 
Disciplines: English and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
ermurphy@bu.edu 
 
Emily Griffiths Jones 
University of South Florida 
Discipline: English and Digital Humanities 
egjones@usf.edu 
 
 

4) In our current moment, students’ immersion in the digital universe and social 

media means that they are constantly steeping in issues of genre, form, and 

representation.  This workshop will explore how teaching the history of the seventeenth-

century can help students navigate our ever-changing media landscape, and how their 

own media participation can help them understand the relationship between the 

expansion of print and the political significance of genre and form in the English 

Revolution.  Though we will attend to theoretical and historical issues, our primary 

concern will be to share and develop pedagogical approaches to this material.  Workshop 



members will share and develop assignments, syllabi, and teaching strategies, as well as 

discuss ways to theorize the relationship between gender and texts in the English 

Revolution and our own media revolution. 

We will consider how the rich on-going, scholarly discussions of gender, agency, 

and the seventeenth-century public sphere might help us think about concepts of “space” 

and political participation in a digital age.  By considering a variety of texts, including 

petitions, recipe books, spiritual autobiographies, political memoirs, diaries, letters, 

biblical meditations, emblems, orations, masques, elegies and other poems, plays, 

romances, newsbooks, commonplace books, woodcuts, we will discuss how texts created 

by women, as well as issues of gender in texts created by others, changed ideas of politics 

and participation, and how those changes might be related to the role of social media in 

recent political movements like #Me Too, Black Lives Matter, and the Women’s March. 

The first half of the workshop will be structured around the following questions: 

a. How did women’s in-person protests, print, and other textual/visual forms 

shape political ideas, activity, and community?  How might students’ 

expertise in social media contribute to on-going scholarship on gender and 

“the public sphere”? 

b. How did issues of embodiment and textuality emerge in the context of the 

English Revolution and its immediate aftermath?  How do these issues relate 

to contemporary discussions of social media and politics, including 

conversations both within and outside of academia? 

c. How do different textually-enabled political movements of the seventeenth-

century build on/ borrow from/ interact with each other, and how might that 



be related to current discussions about intersectionality and the politics of 

social media? 

 

In advance of the conference, we will also exchange syllabi and assignments (both ones 

already used in classes and those in formation), which we will discuss in the second half 

of the session.  The coordinators will ultimately structure the workshop sections based on 

these submissions, so timing may be adjusted depending on the kinds of submissions and 

the interests of the participants.  We will have a breakout period in which small groups 

will converse about the teaching materials, then report back to the larger group. 

 Though the sharing of course materials will be our primary preparation for the 

session, we will also read a brief selection from the introduction to Mihoko Suzuki’s 

field-shaping Subordinate Subjects: Gender, the Political Nations, and Literary Form in 

England, 1588-1688. This reading will provide some common ground for discussing the 

political activism of women during this period, as well as some starting points for 

brainstorming about useful theoretical paradigms to help students make connections 

between this early moment and our own.  To this end, the seminar participants will also 

collaboratively develop a bibliography of additional resources, including scholarship on 

the early modern period, gender and digital media, and relevant websites/digital projects. 

  

6) READING: Introduction to Mihoko Suzuki’s Subordinate Subjects: Gender, the 

Political Nations, and Literary Form in England, 1588-1688, ps. 1-26.	




























































