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Alred wins Gould Award 
by Yvette Craig 

English Professor Gerald J. Alred has won the Society for Technical 
Communication's 2004 Jay R. Gould Award for Excellence in 
Teaching Technical Communication.  

The annual award is named for the late Professor Gould, 
distinguished faculty member at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 
New York and founding editor of the oldest, most prestigious 
journal in this field, the Journal of Technical Writing and 
Communication.  

The Society for Technical Communication (STC) is a professional 
association for those in the field of technical communication, 
including technical writers, editors, visual designers, educators, 
managers, and other technical information specialists. Alred is one 
of five to receive the distinguished award during the association's 
51st Annual Conference in Baltimore, Md., in May.  

"It's a wonderful honor," Alred said. "For me personally, what 
makes this award special are the letters of support I received from 
colleagues and former students. It's a chance for me to appreciate 
what it means to be a professor."  

The Gould award recognizes excellence in teaching that becomes 
true academic mentorship: the personal and professional concern 
that the best teachers extend to their students beyond the demands 
of the classroom and beyond even graduation as former students 
continue to grow throughout their professional careers.  

Eligibility requirements are fairly strict. To be eligible, a nominee 
must have been an STC member for 10 years and must have been 
involved in postsecondary education for at least 15 years.  

Its purpose is to acknowledge the importance of technical 
communication and encourage excellence in the academic 
community by honoring those who have made outstanding 
contributions to teaching, according to Sandi Harner, STC assistant 
to the president for academic and research programs, who will 
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gwc@csd.uwm.edu

present the honor to Alred.  

"I remember when I received this award," Harner said. "It was the 
highlight of my teaching career."  

Alred is an internationally known author of numerous books and 
articles that reflect his teaching and scholarly interests. His most 
recent publication is "Essential Works on Technical 
Communication" in the 50th anniversary issue of Technical 
Communication.  

His recent books include The Business Writer's Handbook (Seventh 
Edition), both a Fortune and Book-of-the-Month Club selection, as 
well as the Handbook of Technical Writing (Seventh Edition) and 
The St. Martin's Bibliography of Business and Technical 
Communication.  

Alred's article, "Teaching in Germany and the Rhetoric of Culture," 
published in the Journal of Business and Technical Communication, 
is based on his interest in crosscultural studies and his experience as 
guest professor at Justus Liebig University in Giessen, Germany. At 
Giessen, he taught theory, practice, and pedagogy of business and 
technical writing.  

In addition to receiving the Gould award, Alred has been honored as 
an Associate Fellow of the Society for Technical Communication 
for "continuous and outstanding contributions as an educator and 
author of textbooks, handbooks, and research publications."  

Alred, who also received the UWM Outstanding Teaching Award, 
is coordinator of the Graduate Certificate Program in International 
Technical Communication and co-founder of an institutional 
partnership between the University of Applied Sciences and Arts at 
Hannover, Germany, and UWM.  
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